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                                                                      From:  Andy Nicoll.
(Full address included)

                                                                                                     Telephone  -  XXXXXXXXX.
6th. August, 2006.

Mr. Christopher J. Edge,

The Honours Secretary,

Honours Secretariat,

Room 1/62,

Old Admiralty Building,

LONDON.

SW1A 2PA.

Dear  Mr. Edge,
PINGAT JASA MALAYSIA MEDAL.

Thank you for your letter dated 16th. June, 2006, in regard to my letters to the Ministry of Defence and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

I do not wish to appear rude or discourteous and should you read anything like this in my letter then please accept my sincere apologies.   I understand you have a trying and possible stressful job at the best of times and the increased workload placed upon you by the PJM medal furore must place unwanted demands on your valuable time.

However, Mr. Edge you should take into consideration the despair, anger, and utter dismay amongst those who fought in the jungle campaigns covered by the PJM medal on being given prevaricated answers to who ordered us not to wear the PJM medal and on whose instructions this order was given.  We have still, after many times asking this question, been given no reasonable and comprehensible answer.
We are usually law-abiding citizens who are now elderly.   We do not want to spend our time arguing with and sometimes demeaning our government and its employees, but unfortunately you leave us no alternative but to fight for our rights in what is a democratic country where we are all equal under the law.  Forgive me if I preach.

You said in your letter  -

‘It was on this basis that the rules was pursued and subsequently recommended by the HD Committee,’    and you go on to say   ‘there are no laws governing the accepting and wearing of non-British awards by British Nationals.   Such matters are dealt with under the Royal Prerogative where Her Majesty the Queen acts on the advice of her Ministers.’

Now, what is it to be, the HD Committee or the Queen acting on advice of her Ministers, or a Royal Prerogative which allows Her Majesty the Queen to make laws banning Citizens from wearing a certain medal.
‘The United Kingdom has had no intention of discriminating against any groups of people’.   Yet British Citizens were told they could not wear the medal whilst Australia, New Zealand, and those with dual nationality (as confirmed by your colleague Eleri Pengelli, Deputy Ceremonial Officer) could wear it in their adopted country.   

When you say the United Kingdom, do you mean, the HD Committee, the Queen, or the present government.  
To single out a group ie British Citizens, for worse treatment than others whether British or not, who have been given authority to wear by the same Queen of the same Commonwealth, then this is discrimination which you may have to justify in a court of law later.   

You also say ‘the rules apply to all British Nationals’.  How can rules which have not been promulgated through our elected government and passed into the law of our country APPLY to all British Nationals.    
We are equal under the LAW and not subjected to rules placed upon us by government employees (HD Committee) or the Royal Prerogative of a Constitutional Head of our country, so why, when you seem to be losing the argument you hide behind the Royal Prerogative.  
We will respect and obey our Sovereign at all times but we will not be pressed or punished into doing so.

When you mention rules do you mean the rules submitted to the House of Commons library by Jack Straw around 21st. November, 2005, which appear to be an amendment of the original Regulations, the Foreign and Commonwealth Orders, Regulations, 1969.  If so then these ‘rules’ do not appear to be legal rules and any orders made under them will be null and void.
Lastly, your last paragraph states ‘the wearing of British awards is not policed etc etc.’   I thought we were dealing with foreign and non-British awards and presume that this is an error which a senior Civil Servant in your position should have been able to avoid.  
The bbc news of this date states – the IPPC has reported that the Civil Service will never achieve consistently high performance without external public accountability and effective performance management.  
Mr. Edge, we will not go away and are here for the day when we will have a chance to prove that we have been dealt a duff hand under the table.  We do not deserve such treatment as all we did was our duty to our Queen and country, and those who did not return home are entitled to more respect and honour.  

Yours sincerely,

A. Nicoll.
cc.

The Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary of State.

David Mundell MP.

